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The Bible was written:

e over a 1500 year span (from 1400 B.C to A.D. 100)

e over 40 generations

e over 40 authors from many walks of life (i.e. - kings,
peasants, philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen,
scholars)

¢ in different places (i.e. - wilderness, dungeon, palaces)
e at different times (i.e. - war, peace)

¢ in different moods (i.e. - heights of joy, depths of despair)
¢ on three continents (Asia, Africa, and Europe)

¢ in three languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek)

-all pointing to one truth. Its amazing how applicable it is
to today.

Veritas International University
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1. It was written in human languages (Hebrew, Aramaic & Greek).
2. It has human authors (about 40).
3. It has human literary styles

4. 1t uses human literary forms (poetry, parables, and
allegory).

5. It reflects different human perspectives (e.g., shepherd,
priest, Kings, and prophet).

6. It reveals different human thought patterns (e.g., logic
of Romans and memory loss in 1 Cor. 16).

/. It reflects human emotions (e.g., Rom. 9:2; Psalms).

8. It manifest human interest (e. g., Luke’s medical interest
and James’ love of nature).

9. It utilized human sources (Greek poets in Acts 17 and
other writings—Josh. 10; Lk. 1).

10. It is expressed in human culture (kiss, veil, and
sandals).

Veritas International University
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Historical/
Law
Narrative

Wisdom
Poetry
Prophecy
Apocalyptic

Gospel
Epistle

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Numbers, Joshua, Judges,
Ruth, | and Il Samuel, I and 11 Kings, | and Il Chronicles, Ezra,
Nehemiah, Esther, Jonah

Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes

Psalms, Song of Solomon, Lamentations

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Micah,
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

Daniel, Revelation of John

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts

Romans, | and 11 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, | and Il Thessalonians, | and Il Timothy, Titus, Philemon,
Hebrews, James, | and Il Peter, I, Il and 111 John, Jude



Hermeneutics

Historical Grammatical Method

Discovering the biblical authors' original intended meaning
In the text.

Considers the cultural; historical, and literary context of the
passage

If the author intended to convey an account of events that actually
happened, then the text should be taken as representing history

Passages should only be interpreted symbolically, poetically, or
allegorically if to the best of our understanding, that is what the
writer intended to convey to the original audience
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Hermeneutics
STOP

S= Situation. What is the historical situation?
What do you need to know about the people and the events
In the story? What is the larger context?

For example: The Gospels were written in the first century in

the Roman Empire. The people were under Roman rule. The

Jews were practicing their faith in the temple with animal sacrifices.
They were waiting for a Messiah to come and rescue them.

from Frank Turek, Stealing from God: Why Atheists need God to Make their Case (Colorado Springs, Colorado: NAvPress, 2014), 124.
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Hermeneutics
STOP

T=Type = What type of literature are you reading? Poetry?
Prophecy? Law? Wisdom? Epistle?

For example: The Psalms use poetry.

The prophets use visions and illustrations

The law was for the Jews to show them how to live as a society
Proverbs Is wisdom. It is generally true if you follow the general

teachings

Paul’s letters are called epistles. They were written to specific
churches and people. Some parts of the letters only apply to the
people he was writing to and others are meant to be read in all the

churches to teach everyone

from Frank Turek, Stealing from God: Why Atheists need God to Make their Case (Colorado Springs, Colorado: NAvPress, 2014), 124.
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Hermeneutics
STOP

O=0Dbject=Who Is the object of the text? Everyone? Only specific
people?

Jeremiah 29 — who Is God talking to?

Answer: the Israelites in captivity

from Frank Turek, Stealing from God: Why Atheists need God to Make their Case (Colorado Springs, Colorado: NAvPress, 2014), 124.
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Hermeneutics
STOP

P=Prescription= Is the passage a prescription for us today or
merely a description of an historical event?

For example:

There were some laws the God used to separate the Jews from the
pagan world around them. Food laws and mixing clothing are
examples of these. They had a purpose that is no longer needed.

from Frank Turek, Stealing from God: Why Atheists need God to Make their Case (Colorado Springs, Colorado: NAvPress, 2014), 124.
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Hermeneutics
The Bible uses patterns

For example:
Number 7 means completion or perfection

Six days to create the world and one day to rest =7

Ex 20:9 -11 “[Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a Sabbath =7

Ex 21:2 "If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh

year, he shall go free, without paying anything. =7

Ex 23:10-11

“For six years you are to sow your fields and harvest the crops, but during the
seventh year let the land lie unplowed and unused” =7
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Hermeneutics
The Bible uses patterns

Matthew iIs three sets of fourteen which iIs a total
of six “sevens”.
Jesus IS the seventh seven.

That is forty nine.

What Matthew was referring back to is Leviticus 25,
the year of jubilee where the captives were now

set free. The debt was considered paid in full.



_‘_g";.fte"ﬁ:fﬁ@&c’wfﬁﬂﬁx_ﬁ

,.-c‘_'...u...-'l.-‘LfJ'LfC,r"'

duﬁ

iﬂ_ZSJL?Jajﬁ’_ﬂ_J//b/L/’rf

AP ij"fﬁbdf /U




Hermeneutics
The Bible uses patterns

For example:
Number 10 means completion or perfection

Genesis 5 & 11 have 10 patriarchs plus 3 kids

Genealogy-
There Is no reason or need to give a complete listing of

names since it is ancestry, not the actual number of
generations that was important. They used
"telescoping' and other practices which is why you see gaps.
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Genealogy

Names are omitted to keep pattern. They are not for time
keeping. They are used for theological lineages for Adam
and Noah.

The way to read text is each patriarch gave rise to a line we
call “x” that includes patriarch called “y” who gave rise to
person we call “z”. This forms a pattern.

Look at Matthew 1:20 where angel says ""Joseph son of
David". David was his ancestor, not his literal father.
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Literary Devices

Many people could not read and they did not have
the writing material that we have today.

They were required to memorize information

Tools to help memorization included:

Use of patterns

Use of poetry

Use of repeating paragraphs
Skipping over periods of time
Use of stories and parables
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Literary Devices

Examples:

Gospel of Mark uses the word “Immediately” forty one times
to skip from one event to another

Jesus uses many parables

Jesus uses phrases like “l am the vine” or “I am the bread of
life”
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Literary Devices

When the Bible uses different literary devices and different
types of writings, this does not mean that those writings
are not true

You can say true things and use these devices.

Just like you favorite songs can say true things, but they
write It In a way that you can sing.
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Literary Devices

2 Timothy 2:15 commands believers to use good hermeneutics:

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker
who . .. correctly handles the word of truth.”

The purpose of biblical hermeneutics is to help us to know how to
properly interpret, understand, and apply the Bible.
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Challenges
Time gap — The Bible was written a long time ago. We must
understand what was happening in the world back then
Space gap — The events happened.in a place far from where we live
Custom gap — The culture of the people were different
Language gap —They spoke a different language

They used different writing styles that we do not use today
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Helpful Advice

Do not read only one verse. Read the verses immediately
before and after,

Read the entire paragraph or book
How does this fit into the entire message of Bible?

What is the historical-cultural context?
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Homework Exercise

Read Matthew 12:46-50 and answer the following
guestions:

. What happens in the episode? (summarize in your own words).

. When does it take place?

.. Where does it take place?

.. How do things happen, unfold (is there a significance to the way things take place)?

. Are we told why things happen the way they do?

. Who is involved in the story?
. What does the passage tell us about God? About the people in the story?

. What is the context of the story? (read the story before and the story after your passage
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9. What guestions do you have about your passage? What do you
not understand? (write out your questions).

10. What kind of literary conventions are used (dialog or no
dialog). Does the way the author tells the story provide any clues?

11. Are there other passages in the Bible that address this topic?
What are the pertinent ones?

12. How does it the passage fit into the rest of the book? The rest
of Scripture?

13. What seems to be the main or central message? Why do you
think so? Formulate the main idea in-one or two sentences.

14. Can you break this message down into and outline having
between 2 and 4 points?
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15. Are there examples to follow, sins to avoid, truth to
accept?

16. Why do you think God included this in his revelation?
How was the message significant for the audience at that
time?

17. What aspects.are not applicable for us today
(discontinuity)? which are for us today (continuity)?

18. Is the application primarily in the area of the way we are
to think or believe about something or the way we are to act?
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