Week 1




Resources

» Data from these slides are derived from the
following public webpages:

Crossexamined.org -
hitps://crossexamined.org/jcc/

Book: Ken Samples, “Without a Doubt”

Veritas International University Norm Geisler slides



There are many holy books in the world.

The Quran, the Hindu Vedas, the Book of
Mormon, writings of Buddah and Confucius,
Greek mythology, etc

Some are claimed 1o be based on a single
revelation from god to a person

Some do noft included real places and
people in history or they are presented as
stories which may or may not be readl.

Most have internal inconsistencies, errors, or
have been shown to be false.
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The Bible was written:

e over a 1500 year span (from 1400 B.C to A.D. 100)

e over 40 generations

e over 40 authors from many walks of life (i.e. - kings, peasants,
philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen, scholars)

e in different places (i.e. - wilderness, dungeon, palaces)

e at different times (i.e. - war, peace)

e in different moods (i.e. - heights of joy, depths of despair)

e on three continents (Asia, Africa, and Europe)

* in three languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek)

-all pointing to one truth. Its amazing how applicable it is to today.
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Who wrote the Bible?

Session 1
Who wrote the Bible?

Is the Bible accurate?

Session 2
Has the Bible been changed?

How many manuscripts do we have and are there errors?

What evidence do we have that the Bible is reliable and the
true word of God?
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Who wrote the Bible?

a DOUBT

ANSWERING THE
2() TOUGHEST
FAITH QUESTIONS

KENNETH RICHARD SAMPLES

FOREWORD BY RONALD NASH




Hebrew 1:1-2

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many times
and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.”
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1. It was written in human languages (Hebrew, Aramaic & Greek).

2. It has human authors (about 40).

3. It has human literary styles

4. It uses human literary forms (poetry, parables, and allegory).

5. It reflects different human perspectives (e.g., shepherd, priest, Kings, and prophet).

6. It %\rlelqgi different human thought patterns (e.g., logic of Romans and memory loss in 1

7. It reflects human emotions (e.g., Rom. 9:2; Psalms).
8. It manifest human interest (e. g., Luke’s medical interest and James’ love of nature).
9. It vtilized human sources (Greek poets in Acts 17 and other writings—Josh. 10; Lk. 1).

10. It is expressed in human culture (kiss, veil, and sandals).
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INspiration

2 Timothy 3:16: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God...” (i.e., it
is “God-breathed” or breathed out by God).

2 Peter 1:20-21: “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is
of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the
will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit.”

“Thus said the LORD” or the like occurs approximately 1500 times in
the Old Testament.
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Canahi

» Measuring stick, rule of faith, list of authoritative books
discovered and recognized.

» Old Testament- treaty document with Israel

» New Testament- new covenant
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What writings have been passed down as Scripture?

Jesus trained the disciples and when they spoke and

wrote to the church, the people recognized as from God,

The people did not declare them canon, rather they recognized
they were authoritative because they were coming from apostles.

If a boss writes you instructions to do your job, you do not
become an authority because you recognize its from a boss. Your
Boss 1s the authority.

NT authors had the authority. The Church received them as
authoritative because of who wrote them; not because an
organization declared them.
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. On What Basis Were They
Chosen? “God’s Fingerprints”

A. Was it written by a prophet of God? (Heb. 1:1-2; 2Pet.1:20-21; Mt.
5:17-18; Lk. 24:27)

B. Was he confirmed by an act of God? (Ex. 4:1-9; Jn. 3:2; Heb. 2:4;
2 Cor. 12:12)

C. Did it tell the truth about God? (Deut. 13:1-5; 18:21-22; Acts
17:11; 1 Jn. 4:1-6)

D. Did it have the power of God? (Isa. 55:11; Heb. 4:12; Rom. 1:16-
17; 2 Tim. 3:17)

E. Was it received by the people of God? (Deut. 31:26; 1 Thes. 2:15)
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1. The Christian is obligated to start with the starting point
that Scripture originates from God rather than men or
even the Church.

2. Theologian Norman Geisler said “First, a book is not the
Word of God because it is accepted by the people of
God. Rather, it was accepted by the people of God
because it is the Word of God. That is, God gives the
book its divine authority, not the people of God. They

merely recognize the divine authority which God gives
to it.”
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The pattern laid down throughout Scripture is this:

1. God speaks;

2. God places His Word in the mouth of His prophet
(oral proclamation);

3. God's prophet takes God's speech and places it in
written form;

4. This written norm (i.e., Scripture) is the covenant
treaty by which God teaches people about Himself and
declares what He commands of His people.

- Dr. Bill Roach
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Is the Bible Accurate?
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How do we know we have
an accurate copy of the original New Testament?

Earlier Manuscripts

More Manuscripts

More accurately Copied

More abundantly supported Manuscripts
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Reliabiiity of NT Documents

Source: ® Time Gap in Years = # Manuscript Copies

https://crossexamined.org/jcc/

25
New Testament
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-We have more manuscripts than other ancient classical writers.
-The interval between the original authorship and the date
of the earliest New Testament copies 1s extremely short.
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What Books should be in the Bible?

Confirmation of authorship and authority

« 25 0f 27 books quoted by AD110

« Gospels and Acts cited during lives of apostles
« Quoted as authoritative and unique

« Collected early in one volume

« Publicly read and expounded

« Commentaries written on them

 Opponents admitted Gospels were written by
the disciples

« No other |later writings were freated this way
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The authors of the four Gospels were either eye withesses of
Jesus life themselves or were closely associated with eye
withesses.

-Matthew — confirmed by early church leaders. Wrote to a
Jewish audience.

-Mark is John Mark (Acts 12:12; 13:13; 15:36-41) and was the
cousin of Barnabas and associate of Paul. He wrote for Peter.

-Luke- Companion of Paul. Interviewed the apostles and other
eye withesses (Luke 1).

-John- Disciple and had detailed knowledge of first century
Jewish culture and customes.
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Extra-Biblical Testimony

Basic New Testament storyline confirmed by non-Christian Sources

-Ten ancient non-Christian sources including:
-Historians: Josephus, Tactus, Suetonius, Thallus, Phlegon

- Government officials: Pliny the Younger, Emperor Trajan,
Emperor Hadrian

- Other sources including the Jewish Talmud and Greek
writer Lucian

Compiling their references, we get a story congruent with the
New Testament...
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Extra-Biblical Testimony
Basic New Testament storyline confirmed by non-Christian Sources

Jesus lived during the fime of Tiberius Caesar
He lived a virtuous life

He was a wonder worker

He had a brother named James

He was acclaimed to be the Messiah

He was crucified under Pontius Pilate

An eclipse on the eve of Passover

His disciples believed He rose from the dead
Christianity spread rapidly as far as Rome

]O His disciples denied the Roman gods and worshipped Jesus as
God.

R ) B WO =

This 1s what the New Testament Says!
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Session 2
Has the Bible been changed?
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In addition to thousands of manuscripts we have to compare and

contrast, the early Church fathers qoute the New Testament

writings approximately 19,000 times. We can compare these

quotes and they also match the manuscript

copies.
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Total Number of Manuscripts

Aaxd (€ S Gl gladg
Greek: 5,700
Latin: 10,000+ 5,700 : =L 5
Ethiopic 2,000+ +10,000 =Y
, +2,000 Ly sl
Slavic 4,000+ +4,000 s S

Armenian 2,500+ +2s52%a58‘ﬂ3j2j‘
i .J.J
Others 500+ 25.000 Js
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o |r Fre ck Kenyon
( or [ rlﬁ g the British Museum)
Our Bible ¢ and tile cient Manuscripts, p.23

Manuscript ahow the New Testament is accurate
“It cannot be to strongly asserted that in substance the text
Of the Bible is certain: Especially is the case with the New

Testament™

-Sir Frederick Kenyon (Former Director for the British Museum)
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https://crossexamined.org/jcc/
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At

John Ryland’s Library, England: P52 from John chapter 18:
Oldest existing New Testament manuscript dated around 125AD
Which 1s approximately 40 years from the original



The Gospels are presented as eye witness Testimony.

Luke 3:1-2

Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of
Galilee and his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea an
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, in the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John,
the son of Zechariah, in the wilderness.

That verse provides:

1. An exact date

2. All eight people are know from history
3. All were known to live at this exact time
4. This is not a “once upon a time” story
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Acts -- 84 his ogi’cally-confirmed
eyewitness details.

>

¢
r“ B (£
®
Eye withess testimony — numerous
confirmed eyewitness details

1. Book of Acts has 84 historically
confirmed eyewitness details

Source;

https://crossexamined.org/jcc/
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Acts -- 84 historically-confirmed
eyewitness detalls
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Luke‘u_l‘cludes several others in his
Gospel® 2

’ \ :
]ohn159 hlstorlcally-conﬁrmed or
hlstorlcally probable eyewitness details.

New, Téstament Documents cite more
thaEEBO people confirmed by secular
sources or archaeology.

2. Luke includes several others in
his Gospel

3. John has 59 historically
confirmed or historically probable
eyewitness details

4. New Testament documents cite
more than 30 people confirmed by
secular sources or archeology
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Percent of Accuracy of the NT

Westcott and Hort estimated that only about one-sixtieth
rise above “trivialities” and can be called “substantial
variations.” It is 98.33 percent pure.

Ezra Abbott said about 9/20 (95 percent) of the
readings are “various” rather than “rival” readings, and
about /20 (95 f?erc:ent).of the rest make no
appreciable difference in the sense of the passage.
Thus the text is 99.75 percent pure.

A.T. Robertson said the real concern is with about a
“thousandth part of the entire text.” So, the
reconstructed text of the New Testament 99.9 percent
free from real concern.

B. Philip Schaff estimated that of the 150,000 variations
known, only 400 affected the sense; and of those only
50 were of real significance; and of these not one
affected “an article of faith....”

Source:

https://crossexamined.org/jcc/
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The apostles writings were
received and treated as
Scripture e S O

o) sl Ufgr J s g

ref Lukel0:7 —...that house, eating
and drinking what they give
you; for the laborer is worthy

of his wages...

Duet 25:4 —“You shall not muzzle
the ox while he is threshing.”

1 Timothy 5:17-18

This verse says “for the scripture says...”

and 1t quotes Luke 10:7 and Deuteronomy 25:4
Which shows they considered both testaments
as equal scripture
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2 Pet. 3:16-...” as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these
things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the
untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the
Scriptures, to their own destruction”

1 Cor. 14:37 - If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him
recognize that the things which | write to you are the Lord’s
commandment.

1 Thess. 2:13) - For this reason we also constantly thank God that
when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you
accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the
word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.
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Questions

» What is the difference between a holy book with
one person’s private revelation compared to the
Bible which has 40 authors receiving revelation
and performing miracles in public to demonstrate
they are speaking for God?
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Questions

» If someone says the Bible has been changed,
what would you say?
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ANswer

» We have over 5000 Greek manuscript copies and
anoter 20,000 old copies from other languages to
compare and they show there are no substantial
changes. They match the bible we have today.
We also have 19000 quotes from the Bible from
early church father writings and they match the
Bible that we have today.
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Questions

The authors of the New testament claim to be
eyewitnesses to the events that happened during
their own lifetime and died for their claims. Why is
that important to trust their writingse
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Has the Bible been
changedze

L S das S Jal LS
No : ‘=

Next week we will look at prophecies that were fulfilled 1o
further show the Bible is the inspired book from God
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Session 3 — Final

Bible Reliability




Last time we met we were talking about the
Bible and all the manuscripts and the
accuracy.
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The Bible has hundreds of
prophecies that have been fulfilled

to demonstrate it is @ miraculous
book from God
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The prophecies include the Book of
Daniel chapter 9 which was written
between 605BC to 530BC.
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Daniel chapter 9 says that the Messiah
would come before Jerusalem was destroyed




Calculating Daniel’s “seventy sevens” (Dan 9:24-27)

1. This is 7+62=69 “sevens”= 483 Jewish years from the decree to
rebuild.

2. A Jewish year was 360 days.

3. 483 Jewish years equaled 476 Gregorian years
4. The rebuilding of the walls began in 445 BC (Neh. 2:1-8)

5.476 years from 445 reaches to A.D. 32 or 33 (at Christ’s
triumphal entry-Luke 19:28-38)

Before Jerusalem was destroyed in AD70
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Daniel also predicted
4 nations that would conquer
Before the Messiah came
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Rome

Feet of Ten horns
Iron & cloy

Rome

ChLI'Ch Christ, the Congueror Rev. 19:11.21
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All those nations came and Jesus came exactly
when Daniel predicted and before the temple
was destroyed in AD70
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Many fulfilled prophecies

Here are more examples
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Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled CHART = J—‘AS\J

Old Testament Messianic Prophecies Literally Fulfilled by Jesus of Nazareth

Prophecies Concerning His Birth Prophecy Fulfillment

dL‘-‘}S u—’-w-*-' Born of the Seed of Woman GEN 3:15 GAL 4:4

Born of a Virgin ISA 7:14 MAT 1:18; MAT 1:24-25

Jau o =
W o S usose Son of God PSA 2:7 MAT 3:17

Js
RPYRRYY C“L;J"J'.‘S'
o Eu \<laan Son of Isaac

LY é r"”")"" Son of Jacob NEH 24:17

Seed of Abraham GEN 22:18 MAT 1:1
GEN 21:12 LUK 3:23; LUK 3:34
LUK 3:23; LUK 3:34
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Tribe of Judah
Family Line of Jesse
House of David

Born at Bethlehem
Presented with Gifts
Herod Kills Children

GEN 49:10

ISA 11:1
JER 23:5
MIC 5:2

PSA 72:10
JER 31:15

LUK 3:23; LUK 3:33

LUK 3:23; LUK 3:32

LUK 3:23; LUK 3:31
MAT 2:1

MAT 2:1; MAT 2:11
MAT 2:16
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Prophecies Concerning His Nature
His Pre-Existence

He Shall Be Called Lord

Shall Be Immanuel

Shall Be a Prophet

Priest

Judge

King

Special Anointing of Holy Spirit

His Zeal for God

Prophecy
MIC 5:2
PSA 110:1
I5A 7:14

DEU 18:18

PSA 110:4
ISA 33:22
PSA 2:6
I5A 11:2
PSA 69:9

Fulfillment
COL 1:17; JOH 17:5
MAT 22:43-45
MAT 1:23
MAT 21:11
HEB 3:1
JOH 5:30
MAT 27:37
MAT 3:16-17
JOH 2:15-16
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Prophecies Concerning His Ministry
Preceded by a Messenger

Ministry Began in Galilee

Ministry of Miracles

Teacher of Parables

He Was to Enter the Temple

He Was to Enter Jerusalem on a Donkey
Stone of Stumbling to Jews

Light to Gentiles

Prophecy
ISA 40:3
ISA 9:1

ISA 35:5-6
PSA 78:2
MAL 3:1

ZEC 9:9

PSA 118:22

ISA 60:3

Fulfillment
MAT 3:1-2
MAT 4:12; MAT 4:13; MAT 4:17

MAT 9:35
MAT 13:34
MAT 21:12
LUK 19:35-37
1PE 2:7
ACT 13:47-48




Prophecies Concerning Events After His Burial | Prophecy Fulfillment
Resurrection PSA 16:10 ACT 2:31
Ascension PSA 68:18 ACT 1:9
Session PSA 110:1 HEB 1:3

Prophecies Fulfilled in One Day Prophecy Fulfillment
Betrayed by a Friend PSA 41:9 MAT 10:4
Sold For 30 Pieces of Silver ZEC 11:12 MAT 26:15

Money to Be Thrown into God’s House ZEC 11:13 MAT 27:5
Price Given for Potter’s Field ZEC 11:13 MAT 27:7
Forsaken by His Disciples ZEC 13:7 MAR 14:50

Accused By False Witnesses PSA 35:11 MAT 26:59-60
Silent Before Accusers ISA 53:7 MAT 27:12
s . (8 Wounded and Bruised ISA 53:5 MAT 27:26
=505 3 B Smitten and Spit Upon ISA 50:6 MAT 26:67
=0 B Mocked PSA 22:7-8 MAT 27:29
" M Fell Under the Cross PSA 109:24-25 JOH 19:17
Hands and Feet Pierced PSA 22:16 LUK 23:33

csasie <555 M Crucified with Thieves ISA 53:12 MAT 27:38
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ISA 53:12
ISA 53:12
ISA 53:3

PSA 69:4
PSA 38:11

PSA 109:25

PSA 22:17
PSA 22:18
PSA 69:21
PSA 69:21
PSA 22:1
PSA 31:5
PSA 34:20
PSA 22:14
ZEC 12:10
AMO 8:9
15A 53:9

MAT 27:38
LUK 23:34
JOH 7:5; JOH 7:48

JOH 15:25
LUK 23:49
MAT 27:39
LUK 23:35
JOH 19:23-24
JOH 19:28
MAT 27:34
MAT 27:46
LUK 23:46
JOH 19:33
JOH 19:34
JOH 19:34
MAT 27:45
MAT 27:57-60




What evidence do we have that the Bible is reliable
and the true word of God?
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Real names, places, events backed up with archeology

Thousands of manuscripts that can demonstrate the
writings were copied and preserved accurately.

Tens of thousands of early church father quotes to further
show accuracy

Fulfilled prophecies

Transformational power to change the Roman world from
pagan to Christianity without use of force
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Writers were eye witnesses, or knew the eye witnesses,
and wrote their accounts very close to the actual events

The accounts were already what was being taught by
preaching before they were written down

We have no writings refuting what the authors presented

The authors died for their beliefs and did not gain power
or wealth
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We have no evidence of any other writings given
to Jesus or the disciples that was lost.

All the writings of the eye witnesses spread to the
entire world. It would be impossible to have
gathered them and changed them.
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